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and the northwestern coast of North America. Krusenstern described
his journey in detail in his book Voyage Row<d the World of the
Ships "Nadezhda" and "Neva" in, 1803-1806 Under the Command
of Krusenstern.

In 1809-1811 an expedition under Hedenstrotn explored the Nefr
Siberian Islands in the Arctic Ocean. In 1810 a member of the expedi-
tion named Sarmikov reached the northernmost island of the New Si-
berian group and reported land north of this island. The existence of
"Sannikov Land/3 however, has been refuted by later expeditions un-
dertaken by the Soviet government. Between 1815 and 1818 an expe-
.dition on the ship Burik explored Kamchatka, Chukotsk and Bering
Strait. The first map of Kamchatka and Chukotsk was compiled by
the well-known navigator Litke, who explored the northeastern coast
of Siberia in 1821-1824. The expedition under Wrangel in 1820-1824,
which investigated the northern coast of Siberia from the Lena estuary
to Bering Strait, had great significance.

Chapter VII
THE DECEMBRISTS

31. THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT  IN  THE FIRST QUARTER OF
THE 19TH CENTURY

The Birth of Industrial Capitalism, Capitalist development
started in tsarist Russia later than in other countries* By the middle
.of the 18th century serf labour had gone out of existence in England,
where the industrial revolution was replacing hand labour by steam-
driven machinery. Serfdom in Prance was swept away by the bour-
geois revolution of 1789-1794. At the beginning of the 19th century
Prussia, then a more backward country than England or France, had
also started to abolish serfdom. Russian economics were still governed
by the system of serfdom. Nevertheless, in the first quarter of the 19th
century, Russia too entered upon the path of industrial capitalism.
The increase in the number of factories, and particularly the em-
ployment of hired labour, were undeniable signs of progress in capi-
talist industry. In 1804 Russia had 2,423 factories employing 95.000
workers, of whom 45,000 were freely hired. By 1825 the number of
factories had grown to 5,261 and the number of workers to 211,000, of
whom 114,000 were freely hired.

Thus already half of all the workers engaged in the factories were
freely hired. Some enterprises, the cotton mills for example, were based
primarily on freely hired labour. True, the majority of the freely hired